Plan Ahead for Grass Green-Up

rass green-up is just around the

corncr and, although you may be

itching to mrn your cows onto
new spring growth, don’t forget 1o prepare
them for it well abead. Early. fast-growing
grasses often contain bess available or
inadequare magnesivm levels 0 meet
your animaks” needs, Therefore, you
should prepare cantle for insake of these
succubent forages with a magnesium
source such as Purina’s Wind and Rafn™
Highr Magmesisern Misrerals [see bedow].

Dr. Leo Eldridge. manager of the
veterinary services laboratory ar
LongView Animal Nutritional Center,
Gray Summit, Mo, recommenids thae
producers start supplementing
magnesium in their cantle’s diers one
month before tumout in order 1o avoid
grass tetany. ~Gee them on it and gee their
magnesium bevel up,” he says. “The idea
is when they come out on 1o that East-

Purina offers a full lincup of Wind
and Rain™ Minerads with high magnesium
content. Consult with your Purina dealer
or represcntative to see which formula best
fies your operation.

d

growing grass in the springtime,
they're bady is loaded and they're
ready to go.” Magnesium wonlt
hure cande, even if they ear plenty
af it, he says.

Marure cows that are near calving or
are 1-2 months post-calving arc moss
susceptible to grass tetany and need 2
watchful eye. Eldridge explains, as a
cow approaches calving, there is a greater
demand on her body. Afterwards,
lacravion especially “pulls” on her system.
“You get a combination of low calcium
and low magnesium.” he siys.

Aside from these cows, also watch
for animals that repeatedly show signs
for this disorder, “There is a generic
predisposition to grass tetany,” Eldridge
says, and he recommends culling
these susceptible animals. “Those are
animals that you don't necesarily want
w reproduce.”

These are other prevensarive messures
to consider:
* Selecr and plant grasses which
concentrate magnesium. Two examples
are rye grass and whear grass,

* LUse magnessum-rich fertilizer

* Spray magnesium sulfate on spring
prastuLres.

* [eed cartle extra hay during the carly
spring period.

* Inject hay bales with magnesium.

* Add legumes to pastures.

* Occasionally soil test pasturs to ensure

proper potassium, magnesium, and
nitrogen bevels, Soil testing can head off

grass retany problems, Eldridge says.

Purina’s Wind and Rain™ High Magnesium Minerals
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